CHAPTER IX

THE LAST OF THE DIRECT DISCIPLES

A year or so, after Swami Turiyananda had
left America, Swami Trigunatita came from India
to carry on the Vedanta propaganda in Cali-
fornia. He was the last of the direct disciples of
Sri Ramakrishna that have come to America so
far. The Swamis that have come after him are
mostly the disciples of Swami Vivekananda.

Cheerful, loving, strong in carrying out his
own ideas, with an abundance of energy, Swami
Trigunatita at once set to work to create an
atmosphere of his own. He was strongly in
favour of organisation and it is through his
energetic efforts that San Francisco to-day is in
the possession of what the Swami called the first
Hindu Temple in the West. The name is rather
misleading to Hindu readers, for there is little in
the building to suggest an Indian Temple. But
it is a strong centre of the Vedanta work in
California. The Swami was exceedingly active
and this quality combined with his loving and
cheerful nature, drew the admiration of some
men and women who became his staunch
disciples.

Though the SwamTs main effort was concen-
trated on the San Francisco work, he sometimes
came to the Shanti Ashrama with some of his
students and he has added considerably to the
improvement of the place. He also visited Los